S CAZALA | JUN 2.0 1967 fe 


| 
, J 
AX 


A / * 





bs 


ALBERTA LEGISLATURE LIBRARY 


UIA IAT 


3 3398 00408 6392 
em 6 


AL . 758 






CANADIAWOI 


F 
PORN, 
SW" 


Dify f<) 
») H 1g vs T T A 





Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


FOREWORD 





E welcome the Lionel Bird Family of Carstairs and 
the Elmer Jensen Family of Standard, to the select 
group of Albertans to receive this high distinction. It is 
indeed a select list that the Birds and the Jensens are 
joining. Since 1949, when the Master Farmers Awards 


began, there have been only 65 Alberta families honored. 


They have proved to be outstanding farmers. They 
are leaders in their districts in adopting improved farm 
practices. Their cropping and livestock programs have 
demonstrated the application of profitable business 


management principles to their farm business. 


No less important, they have shown themselves good 
citizens. They have been leaders in the improvement and 
development of their community and have been good 
neighbors. Of equal importance is their large measure of 
family living. All members of the family share in making 
everyday decisions and setting family goals. The family 
is indeed the training ground for our democratic way of 


life in Alberta and in Canada. 


I am pleased to offer sincere congratulations to the 
1966 Master Farm Families on behalf of the Government 


of this Province and the Alberta Dept. of Agriculture. 








Master Farmer Bird and Mrs. Bird. 


LIONEL BIRD FAMILY 


WEST CENTRAL ALBERTA 


The Lionel Bird family of the Carstairs-Cremona district 
are deserving recipients of the Alberta Master Farm Family 
award in 1966, due to their close family ties, their under- 
standing and application of agricultural principles, their 
neighbourliness and interest in community and National 


affairs. 


The Bird farm program is very simple and very effec- 
tive. Eight quarter sections of land are included in the 
rotation, each quarter section being treated as one field, 
with five quarters in grain and three in grass legume mix- 
ture. There has been no summerfallow on this farm for over 
ten years, but the clean, heavy crops signify the effective- 
ness of the program and the high level of seed and soil 
management. Commercial fertilizer is used heavily and 
regularly on all land, while the barnyard manure is used 
to improve problem areas. Recently cereal crops have been 
limited to oats and barley. All of the trash, with the 
exception of straw that is used for livestock, is worked back 


into the soil. 


The livestock program consists of the purchase of beef 
calves in the Autumn, They are wintered on hay principally, 
but a small amount of grain is fed if the hay is poor. The 
cattle are pastured the next year until Autumn, then fed 
heavily for 100 days before market. The seeded pasture and 
much of the high quality hay is utilized by this program 


which also takes advantage of the non-arable land and the 








Nestled comfortably behind an ample windbreak 
and flanked by the neat and productive garden, 
the Bird family home makes an attractive picture. 


creeks that run through the farm. About 150 two- 


year-olds are marketed annually. 


The Bird family are always searching for 
new information and methods of production. This 
is noticeable in their complement of machinery, 
especially that which is used for haying. A 
swather-crimper cuts and windrows the hay 
allowing early bailing. An automatic bale stacker 
is used for stacking. About 350 tons are given 
shed storage and the remainder is put up in the 
tiela. Hay isa very important source of farm 


income. 





An automatic bale stacker is representative of the 
modern methods of production used on the Bird 
Farm. 


The livestock program results in the marketing of 
about 150 two-year-olds annually. 


The farming program used by the Bird family 
has been developed tc operate in one of the most 
severe hail belts in the Province. Cropping to 
coarse grains allows damaged crops to be used 
for feed. The extensive haying program, together 
with high grain yields, provides a large feed 


reserve to take care of disaster years. 


Records have been kept on the Bird farm for 
many years. They give a complete picture of 
operations and have been used repeatedly and 
extensively to indicate changes that should be 
made. Mr. and Mrs. Bird do their own record- 


keeping. 


Records play an important part in the operation of 
the Lionel Bird farm, being used extensively to 
indicate progress and changes to be made. 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Bird come from pioneer families in 
the Cremona area. Mr. Bird, Sr., who homesteaded on the 
present farm in 1903, still has his own home within the farm- 
stead. He is keenly interested in current events, agriculture 
and people. He enjoys discussing progress, the past, and 


is conversant on almost any subject. 


The Bird home almost shouts welcome to the visitors. 
This has been long recognized by neighbors and the com- 
munity at large. Mr. and Mrs. Bird are leaders in many 
organizations. Mr. Bird is presently the 4-H Club leader, 
a member of the local School Board, Director of the Rural 
Telephone Board, Secretary of the Cremona Community 
Chest, Chairman of the United Church Board of Stewards 
and active in Little League Baseball. Mrs. Bird is Secretary 
of the Cremona Home and School, a member of the Cremona 
United Church Session and past Cub Leader. She is also a 
member of Jackson Women’s Institute of the United Church 
Women. The Bird children, Sylvia, Grant and Lillian, have 
all been active in Young People’s, 4-H Clubs, athletics and 
school affairs. Sylvia, who is 20, is a Student Nurse at the 
Foothills Hospital in Calgary. Grant, 17, was a winner of 
the Centennial Student Exchange trip to Oshawa. He is 
President of the Cremona High School Student's Union. 
While he is interested in Agriculture, he would like to com- 
plete his education, preferably through University, before 
assuming any major responsibilities. Lillian, 15, has just 


completed Grade 9 with high standing. 


A sixth member of the family is a Greek boy who has 
been adopted by the Bird family under the Foster Parents’ 
Plan. Anthony Nikoloudakis was welcomed to the family 
in 1960. He has never seen Canada, but corresponds with 


his foster parents in English. 


The Bird family has, over the years, been a strength 
and influence in the community. They are leaders in Agri- 
culture, innovators in practices, and an example of the 


qualities that signify a true Master Farm Family. 
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1966 MASTER 


THE LIONEL BIRD FAMILY 





Left to right: daughter Sylvia, Mr. Bird, Senior, Mrs. Bird, Lionel Bird, daughter Lillian and 
son Grant. The sixth member of the Bird family, Anthony Nokoloudakis, a Greek boy adopted 
by the Birds under the Foster Parents’ Plan. 
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Elmer and Mrs. Jensen are seated in front of their children, from left to right, 
Ellen Anne, Jack, Dallas and Charlotte. ¥ 





Music plays an important part in the social life of Mrs. Jensen and her daughters, Charlotte and 
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Ellen Anne. 


ELMER JENSEN FAMILY 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA 


The Elmer Jensen family of Standard is outstanding, 
even among Master Farmers for the harmony, understand- 
ing and co-operativeness of its members toward each other. 
Farming twenty-two hundred acres is big business, and 
every member of the family is aware of an amazing amount 
of detail of the operation. In addition, it is quite evident 
that it offers a way of life they all enjoy, and in which they 


participate fully. 


In an area that is generally dry, approximately two 
sections of the land is in crop, and one-third in fallow. This 
ratio is adjusted on the basis of tests for soil moisture in the 
spring, and then the crop is pushed by the use of liberal 
amounts of fertilizer. Conservation of soil by use of trash 
cover and barnyard manure is a regular practice. New 
crops such as peas for seed or tall wheat grass to utilize 
alkali flats, are tested on a limited scale, and if satisfactory, 
expanded to fit into the overall cropping program. Sprinkler 
irrigation can be used on a limited acreage, and is in- 


surance against drought. 


An excellent grade herd of over fifty Angus cows is 
co-ordinated with the field program. A cow-calf operation 
utilizes the non-arable land, while irrigation of hayland 
assures high quality roughage either for hay or pasture as 
required. The calves raised at home are augmented by 
purchased feeders to utilize feed supplies, and provide a 


profitable use of winter labour, A line of chaff collecting 





- 


and handling equipment is used to salvage this 
otherwise waste material. Feed analysis is used 
regularly and enables rations to be balanced at 
least cost. Balanced rations are largely respon- 
sible for both the excellent calf crop and the 
high returns from the hundred odd finished cattle 


turned off annually. 


A well balanced line of farm and farmstead 
machinery is completely serviced at home, much 


of the work being done by the oldest son, Jack, 





who has taken a farm mechanics course at the 
The handsome Jensen Farm home is set in very 


Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. attractive surroundings. 


Records have played an important part in 
the operations of the Jensen farm. Books showing 
a complete breakdown of yields, costs and returns 
have been kept for many years. In recent years 
analysis of the accounts have shown strengths 
and weaknesses, and programs have been 
developed to take advantage of the potentials 
indicated. The Jensens have given leadership, 
and actively encouraged neighbors to participate 


in the farm management program in the area. 





The home, which was remodelled recently, ; 
Modern equipment increases the efficiency of 


shows many original features that are both harvesting seed peas. 





Elmer and his two sons prepare bunk feeding for some of the young Angus stock. 





Master Farmer Jensen surveys a portion of his 
twenty-two hundred acres. 


artistic and practical. It is the hub of all the farm activities, 
and as well is a social and community centre. Along with 
the rest of the farmstead, it is protected by shelterbelts, and 


landscaped to attract and welcome the visitor. 


The Jensen family engages actively in affairs of the 
community. Mr. Jensen is president of the F.U.A. local, and 
was secretary. In 1965 Mr. and Mrs. Jensen received an 
award tour to the Pacific North West, as representatives of 
F.U.A. District Ten. Mr. Jensen is past president of Lions 
Club, assistant leader in 4-H Beef Club, Director of both 
the Rural Electrification Mutual and the Telephone Mutual. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Jensen have taken a Civil Defence course, 
and both have had executive positions in major educational 
programs in their church, as well as leading positions in 


local church affairs. Mrs. Jensen keeps all of the books. 


The four junior members of the family, Jack, Ellen Anne, 
Dallas and Charlotte have all been active in 4-H, students’ 
council, Girl Guides or Boy Scouts, and junior church 
groups. Jack, at 22, has decided to farm and has a partner- 
ship arrangement with his father. The others, all younger, 


are continuing with their education. 


Balance between family and farm activities, civic, 
community and church interests, and leadership in all, are 
reasons that Master Farmers throughout Alberta will 


welcome this family to their ranks. 
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major strength of Canadian agriculture lies in the 
fact that it is predominantly a family-farm type 
of operation. Each family is free to make its own plans, 
arrive at its own decisions, and exercise its ingenuity 
to the fullest. This puts a premium on the ability of the 


individual family to make wise management decisions. 


This premium on management ability is becoming 
even more obvious as agriculture grows more com- 
plex, specialized, and inter-dependent with other 
economic sectors. It is further emphasized by the fact 
that on our farms, the challenges associated with the 
efficient management of the farm and the home are 
inseparable. Frequent decisions must be made with 
respect to competition between the farm and the home 


for money or time resources. 





